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give the public and Members as much 
time as they, the majority, could. 
Again, we have a 72-hour rule in place, 
I thought, and that was for the very 
purpose of allowing all of us, including 
our constituents, the right to realize 
what’s going on in this House. Obvi-
ously, we have a lot of work undone for 
the year. We’ve got 5 legislative days 
next week. Certainly, if we are going to 
be incurring the type of debt and ex-
penditure that we are looking at, sure-
ly we could make sure that there is 
adequate notice and that the 72-hour 
rule is abided by. 

Again, Mr. Speaker, I would say to 
the gentleman, this is what the public 
is tired of. I find it somewhat inter-
esting that the gentleman says it’s 
okay for the majority to do that be-
cause when we were in the majority we 
did that. Well, I know the gentleman 
knows, we were let go in the majority 
in 2006 and they assumed the majority. 
And again, there is a reason for that, 
the public is looking for transparency, 
the public is looking for fiscal respon-
sibility, and certainly, when we are 
talking the numbers that we are talk-
ing, in terms of taxpayer dollars, $1.8 
trillion in new debt, certainly, I think, 
Mr. Speaker, we should afford the pub-
lic its right to know. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman 
very much. 

Mr. HOYER. Will the gentleman 
yield before he yields back his time? 

Mr. CANTOR. I yield. 
Mr. HOYER. I appreciate the gentle-

man’s observation that you were let 
go. I want to make it clear to the gen-
tleman, I do not believe you were let go 
because you failed to meet a time 
frame for reporting bills. I believe, 
frankly, the substance of our work is 
that which the public makes a judg-
ment on. And, frankly, we think that 
the reason that they turned to us in 
2006 and 2008 was because they thought 
that the programs and policies you 
were pursuing weren’t working for our 
country or for the economy or for 
them, with all due respect. 

But I continue to tell the gentleman 
that we want to try to make sure, as 
you did—sometimes—that you, our 
Members, the public have sufficient 
knowledge to make the decisions that 
are called upon for them to make. 

Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman. 
And I would say in closing that the 

gentleman may be right, it may be 
that the cause for the 2006 loss and the 
majority now coming into power was 
because of the policies, because of the 
war, because of fiscal practices, what 
have you, any number of things. But 
certainly now the gentleman knows 
that the public is not too keen on the 
agenda being pushed by this majority. 
In fact, most of the people in this coun-
try feel we’re headed down the wrong 
track. 

But also, Mr. Speaker, the public is 
extremely, extremely concerned about 
their future. We’ve got to restore the 
trust in this institution, Mr. Speaker. 
We’ve got to abide by the same rules 

that we expect the public to abide by, 
and that is transparency. That is, when 
we commit to a certain set of rules to 
live by, we ought not change them mid-
course. That is not what we should be 
doing. We shouldn’t be changing the 
rules of the game as far as the TARP 
program is concerned. The public 
thought that money would be paid 
back. We shouldn’t be changing course 
in terms of the 72-hour rule. The public 
has gotten to know that and expects us 
to give them their right to know, Mr. 
Speaker. That’s what I’m talking 
about in terms of this Democratic ma-
jority in this House living up to the 
public trust that they gained in 2006. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman and I yield back. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, 
DECEMBER 14, 2009 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the 
House adjourns today, it adjourn to 
meet at 12:30 p.m. on Monday next for 
morning-hour debate. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
TONKO). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 

f 

IRANIAN PROTESTORS, THE 
WORLD IS WATCHING 

(Mr. HASTINGS of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, one of the great privileges we 
have is to come here and speak about 
those who have departed life and to pay 
condolences and commiserate with 
their families. 

Last week, three persons that were 
very dear to me died. They are Isaiah 
‘‘Ike’’ Williams, a classmate of mine in 
law school from Jacksonville; C. Bette 
Winbush, the first black city commis-
sioner in St. Petersburg; and the Rev-
erend Samuel George, a Presbyterian 
minister that lived in Pittsburgh but 
in my earlier career worked in Fort 
Lauderdale. All three of these people 
fought their entire lives for tolerance 
and equality. The Reverend George 
taught me a great deal about ecu-
menism and interdenominational un-
dertakings. 

Their courage brings to mind for me 
the courage, turning away from their 
work, to those that are in the streets 
in Iran who are protesting their gov-
ernment as I did with Reverend George 
and C. Bette and Ike and are saying to 
their government that they should be 
free and have the opportunity to pro-
test. 

I just want those Iranians to know, 
as I give condolences to my friends 
that have all departed, that they are 
not alone. And one of the things that 
we used to say in the civil rights move-
ment, the whole world is watching. 

SEPTEMBER 11 MEMORIAL 
SHOULD USE AMERICAN WORK-
ERS TO COMPLETE PROJECT 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, it came to 
my attention this week that North 
Carolina Granite Corporation, a small 
business in Mt. Airy, North Carolina, 
was recently informed that it lost a bid 
to supply cut granite for the National 
September 11 Memorial in New York 
City. Unfortunately, news outlets re-
ported that this business, which em-
ploys 135 people in the Fifth Congres-
sional District, lost the contract to 
bidders in Italy and Africa. 

Mr. Speaker, this is very disturbing. 
I hope that the decision-makers at the 
memorial will reconsider their decision 
to ship this important work overseas. 
The people of North Carolina Granite 
are highly talented workers with expe-
rience on projects such as the World 
War II Memorial in Washington, D.C. 
who are eager to help complete the Na-
tional September 11 Memorial. In the 
midst of an economic downturn, it 
makes more sense than ever to use 
American craftsmen to help build a 
memorial in honor of those who sac-
rificed so much on that day 8 years 
ago. 

f 

WALL STREET REFORM AND 
CONSUMER PROTECTION ACT 

(Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. COFFMAN of Colorado. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to speak in strong 
opposition to the latest in a line of 
misguided pieces of legislation the 
House of Representatives has debated 
in the 111th Congress. 

The Wall Street Reform and Con-
sumer Protection Act may sound like 
an effort everyone can endorse, but un-
fortunately it is just the latest govern-
ment takeover of private industry. 
This legislation will greatly expand the 
powers of the Federal Reserve. Govern-
ment agents of the Federal Reserve 
could now be responsible for breaking 
up a profitable company merely due to 
their opinion that an eventual failure 
could pose a systemic threat to our 
economy. This flies in the face of the 
free market ideals and the American 
Dream, which used to be work hard and 
you can accomplish anything. Due to 
the actions of this Congress, it now 
reads, ‘‘Work hard, fail, the govern-
ment will bail you out; work hard and 
do well, the government will take you 
down.’’ 

f 

GET OUR COUNTRY BACK ON 
TRACK 

(Mr. MORAN of Kansas asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 
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